2020 UPDATE

OUR VISION FOR THE
WESTMINSTER PONDS CENTRE

RECENT MILESTONES & ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Huron Pavilion for Environmental Education
The Huron Pavilion is now home to Thames Valley District School Board’s Environmental & Outdoor Education programs. Thanks to major
renovations last fall, the pavilion now houses classrooms, a multi-use great room, laboratory, kitchen, ofﬁces, and accessible washrooms.

Volunteer Training Centre at the Bruce Pavilion
Our new conference space within the Bruce Pavilion will be used for a wide array of environmental education and volunteer training
opportunities. The room will also be available for other groups to rent, to host workshops, meetings, retreats, and other events. We are
sure that Londoners will love our unique natural setting, nestled right next to the beautiful Westminster Ponds!

Gatehouse Renovation & Grand Opening
Visitors to the site will ﬁrst see our newly renovated Gatehouse,
complete with interpretive signage and a site map. This unique
structure is a powerful reminder of the site’s history, and what’s to
come. In 2020 we’ll be upgrading the building with electricity and
security features to support its use as a community “recreation
station” where snowshoes and sporting equipment will be available
to rent through the Westminster Working Group.

CURRENT OCCUPANTS
ReForest London is a registered charity dedicated to partnering with our community to enhance environmental and
human health in the Forest City, through the beneﬁts of trees. As owner of the WPC, ReForest London is responsible
for the day-to-day management of the Centre, and spearheading the effort to create a thriving hub for our
region's environmental movement.
Thames Talbot Land Trust is a registered charity dedicated to protecting environmentally signiﬁcant lands through
acquisition, conservation easements, landscape restoration and education. TTLT is dedicated to the protection of lands
and waters with signiﬁcant natural, scenic, cultural or agricultural value, and protects over 1700 acres of land, including
habitats of at least 30 species-at-risk.
The London Environmental Network builds participation, collaboration, and capacity in our community to co-create
positive environmental change through network supports and various programs and events, including Green Economy
London, Environmental Incubator projects, and the Go Wild Grow Wild Green Expo.
The Thames Valley District School Board (TVDSB) is one of the largest public school boards in Ontario, serving 77,000
students in 160 schools. The Environmental Education program strives to be an active leader and corporate model for
environmental sustainability, and provides innovative, interdisciplinary programs focusing on the natural environment.
Childreach is a local charity whose mission is to support and strengthen parents and professionals through learning
opportunities and relationships, in order to see every child reach their full potential. They offer drop-in playgrounds, fun
educational activities, workshops, information, and individualized support for parents and caregivers.

PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES
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Signal Boost Initiative
This program provides funding and support for London Environmental Network member
organizations to host over 140 workshops over 3 years to drive impact. This support will help
our local environmental partners to dramatically increase the quality and scale of education
opportunities for volunteers and the general public. In turn, increased skills and knowledge
will help us to move the needle on environmental action in our community.

Wild Child
This free, weekly drop-in program offered by Childreach brings little ones and their parents
into the woods to enjoy free play in a beautiful, natural setting. Wild Child demystiﬁes the
risks of outdoor free play, and increases parents’ conﬁdence in providing child-led,
inquiry-based opportunities for kids. A summer and March Break day camp is also available
for older kids, providing a wealth of fun and engaging outdoor education and exploration
opportunities for London’s youth.

Environmental Leaders Project
This environmental leadership program offered by the Thames Valley District School Board is
a grade 10 multi-credit program which allows students to explore outdoor learning, the
environment, leadership, and civic issues. Students have been able to work with various
community partners on a wide range of issues. For example, in March, students learned how
to monitor invasive Gyspy Moth with Upper Thames River Conservation Authority.

Outdoor Recreation Programs
Hundreds of Londoners visit the WPC every week to enjoy various recreation opportunities
being offered in a beautiful, natural setting. London Hospitals Co-ed Slopitch League provides
the opportunity for hospital staff and their friends and families to take part in a leisure activity.
Nature hikes and hike leader training are offered in partnership with Thames Valley Trail
Association, where participants learn skills to be conﬁdent hike leaders that ensure a safe,
environmentally responsible and enjoyable hike for all participants. Coming in Winter
2020/2021, we’ll see a new snowshoeing program with the local neighbourhood association
(Westminster Working Group).
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Current & Future Phases

Phase 3: In our current phase, we're focused on attracting new partners for the Centre, renovating the Bruce, Huron, and Perth Pavilion
buildings into dedicated spaces for environmental organizations, education, and mental health, and launching our ﬁrst programs, including
the Signal Boost environmental education initiative.
Phase 4: In this phase, we'll be consulting with the community and stakeholders to determine what sort of additional programs, partners,
and spaces they would like us to bring to the WPC, and co-designing the site's outdoor features and plans for the Wellington pavilion.
Phase 5: In our ﬁnal phase, we'll be renovating the former community centre (the Wellington Pavilion) & adding a range of outdoor features
to property.

TO DONATE
We need your help to make the WPC a success!
You can be a part of creating a thriving regional hub for the environment right here in Southwestern Ontario, one that will offer a wide range
of programs, activities and events that you can participate in with your family and friends. By donating, you will make a lasting difference to
your community and Ontario’s environmental movement.

Donating to the WPC is easy!
Visit westminsterpondscentre.ca and click DONATE
to donate online, or contact our ofﬁce at:
ReForest London, PO Box 25144, London, ON, N6C 2A8
519.936.9548 x 221

We are currently developing a list of naming opportunities at the
Westminster Ponds Centre. For donors wishing to explore naming
opportunities, please contact:

Amber Cantell

Director of Development

Thank you for joining us as we create a sustainable future for our community, together!

amber@reforestlondon.ca
519-936-9548 x 224

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
A project of this scale would not be possible without the strong support of our community! Thank you to the many organizations who have
joined us on the road to greater sustainability. We are grateful for your support, and the chance to make this journey together.
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